CATHERINE    OF   ARAGON               5!
Emperor, and King of Spain, and far the greatest
figure in Europe.
Catherine was born in December, 1485, the
same year in which Henry VII had usurped
the Crown of England by the lucky accident
of the Battle of Bosworth. She was betrothed
to the heir of this English King, bringing with
her the promise of a large dowry. This young
Prince was only fifteen years old, and, when
he married Catherine, on November 14, 1501,
she was not quite sixteen.
Here there are two things to be understood
by a modern person to whom the conditions of
that time are necessarily strange. First, Royal
marriages of this sort between people who were
still little more than children gave no scandal;
they were a matter of course. Second, the ques-
tion of a cash dowry was without question most
important.
The reason for the first of these points was
this; in the old united Christendom there were
no wars of conquest properly so-called; Catholic
morals did not admit the idea that any Christian
prince was independent of the general scheme
of Christian unity. He might put in a claim
to a piece of territory, saying that he had a
better right to its inheritance than the actual
owners; he might fight to substantiate his claim,
and no doubt his claim might be a flimsy one: